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© meaning mi ght Wed to a e 8 3 
= Difourſes of no, kind on religious 
Subjects, are any farther Advantageous 

than they lead the Minds of the Readers, 

or Heaters, to the Evidence which the 

9 2 2 affords, and reſt them there; ſo as 

both their Authors Wiſdom and Words 

come to be given up with, and as it were 

"bigs in the Wiſdom of God. Perhaps 

ſomethings advanced in the following 

| gs may not altogether coipcide with 

- ſome of the commonly receiveil Syſtems. 

of Divinity.; yet it is to be hoped; by look - 

20 at the Bible carefully, they will not be 
found contrary to the Doctrines therein 
ned and certainly both the Doctrines 

and ſtile of Revelation ought to be prefer- 

red to all others by Chriſtians, who are poſ- 
ſeſſed of the Character of Mar y, $þat fa 

Chri 's Feet, and heard his Won rds 
K. 39.)—— Though the Subjects at firſt 5 

3 View: may appear ſomewhat various, yet 

upon farther conſideration, it will eaſily be 

. that they are pretty much connedted, 

and may be reduced: to a very few Heads; 

| ranch, that Man's original Life, as 4. 

8 creature in a State of Innocency, a 

well as the chriſtian Life under the xz rv 

is every Way as much connected wih 

bis Heating and living by the Word of God, 

* 4 1 Hatural+ fe Was. ade = his 

| J „ 


gs 
y 


2 


e 


1 r 
— etgnn— 


n 


2 
a 
— 


8. 3 


on 2 


— WIT 
n = 


n 


8 


Man 8 never have, rail ei- 
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was, ever intended) oe in that wat 
by thoſe. Means God that hath ap 
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ly at once, without any Medium,; whilſt 
Mankind only can know by means.— 

ave alſo endeavoured to prove that the Ac⸗ 

that any of the Childten of Adam in 
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preſent Situation can poſſibly have: 
0 ſo AS to ave. communion and 


Be Gn EO vs Reſp Tg 5 


of tbat Proviſion, 8 the Goſpel oxhi 

to Sinners, is only in and through the I. 

J. iſt, ; and is founded upon his . 
coming ent Sacrifice and Nene 2 


tor Sin, and not upon any Thing that the) 
have, or can do. 38. 
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of Letters wrote to ſome df his 

by their yn: All owe 

# put to the Prefs... Towever, he is 

more and more ever | 
at old Latin Se: 

or it is natural for Mankind t E 

applicable to all Human Compda- 


1 mor Whatever is in it, that the Reader 
finds not agreeab e to the Divine Teſtimo- 
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NSC original State Has com- 
monly b been looked upon as quite 


t and detached from the 
other Parts of Revelation; whilft if it is 
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00 A more attentively will appear 
every :d with the general plan 
ought rather to be looked : 
1055 or Prologue to the 
f Grace and Love to 
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drought in b y y Revelation, as a igur re 
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* ike FO Adam Ip Gd 1 fu eh. 
(Rom. v. and xiv.) And holds the ſame 


1 Place with Relation to his Natural Seed that 
eſus does as the Head of the Spiritual 
World. And it will even farther appear 
that the way that the firſt Man ought to have 


| lived in his original State of N is 
not altogether different from that which the 


ſecond Man did live during his State of 
HFumiliation in the Character of the Servant, 
and which every man is called to follow him 
[00 namely in living by Faith, or by a con- 

tinual Dependance on God. -But in order 

that we may have a more full and diſ- 
tinct View of the Way that Adam ought. to 


have lived in his Original State, I ſhall con- 


ſider more at large the Account that the 


Scripture gives us of it 3 and E 
ſt 


- whatis ſaid concerning it in the firſt, ſecond, 


and third Chapters of the Book of Geneſis, 


| Where we have the fulleſt and moſt diſtin& 
account of Man's original State. And in 


ſet down the different Te, at ful but 
1 han to them. „„ 


1255 hall * wa gin 8 po UNE? 


8 our firſt Father i 1 the, 7th. 808 0 of the 
 +chap.)., And the Lord. God 559 0 5 Man 


oi — Duſt of the Ground, and breathed 


into his. Noſtrils the Bre 
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doing ſo, in order to ſave Time, 1 ſhall not 


| one” 38” pdlietſed- of Natural. Life. He was 
formed of the Duſt of the Ground, or as an 


given us af Aﬀan;an — or 


expreſſes it, was of the Earth, Earthy. 


410 "i Av. ver. 47.) The firſt: Man Adam 
was made a living Soul, &c. (v. 45.) The 


Vord:living Soul in the firſt Language, as | 


= e by the ſame. Apoſtle, means only 
natural Life with all its different Affections 
and Paſſions, being ſet in contraſt with that 


Life the Lord from Heaven, the. quickening 


Spirit communicates... 1 ſhall now proceed 


to conſider him in a different Light, viz; as 


a4 Creature poſſeſſed of Spiritual Life, for 


which purpoſe I ſhall refer you to what i is 


ſaid of him in the 26 and following verſes of 


the firſt chap. In the 26th verſe he is ſaid to 
be created after the Image and Likeneſs of 
Tſhall mention two Reſpe s in which 
our firſt Parents were like their Maker. 


13 2 2 r N. 


Ae felt . our if firſt Parents v. were Uke 
cheirMakeras a Head;notonly withrelation to 
- their natural Offspring; who were in ever) 


reſpect as much connected with them, as the BY 
: ſecond? Adam is with his ſpicitual- Seed; 


but were alſo like Go 


1 with relation to that 


- Authority and Dominion that was eee 
them over the other Creatures, being called 


to js _ Rulewand: e in N 


3 N.. ſuch Powers, froth — — 2 of 
{ His Folly as well as greatneſs of bis fall 
may be ſeen in chuſing to becom 

done 88 the Beaſts that periſh... Man: Vow 
1n Hondur, abideth not, but is like the Beaſts 
chat periſh Fam xlix. ver. 1a.) compared 
with the (viii. Pſalm.) That, almeſt abſo- 
Jute Rule and Authority which they had 
over the Creatures of God, being uvalled not 
„ Cit tule over them but ſubdue them, was 
A accriſiced tothe Serpent hom they were cal- 
led to keep under, inſtead of which they as it 
were gave up their Authority unto him. They 
took partwith theLffe of the Serpent in = | 
| Tegan the mad this e er 


In the ſocond place our firſt en were 
3 : -like eir Maker in ſome fuch ſimilar ſenſe 
24ẽs the Apoſtle when writing the Collofiian 
Church mentions (Coll. iii. ver. toth.) And 
baue put on the ed was tene 
cee in knowledge after the Image of him that 

* cteated him. They were made originally 
|. - "every way perfect, i. e. as) Creatures, for 
5 : -with refpe to God nothing is perfect. The 
3 Heavens not being clean in his fight; and the 
a charged with folly, (Job iv. 18.) 
but were every w or fitted, as the , 
whole n . of God were fo. fill u 9 
Stations 


ace them in. They not only 
_—_ moral Impurit but dab Posen 
ſo framed, that it became natural for them tio 
acquieſce in whatever their Maker 
enjoined, ' being. their very Life and Happi- 
_ neſs e and their taking part with the 
rpent Gad was not only an act of 
but an unnatural one too. 
or” ſhall: now aden, is faid from the 
| | 5. Adam is ſaid tobe 
Eden in order to 
"The Word dreſs in the 
I: eee believed means 
| more than jaſt external Cultivation, as it 
does in — others; and ſignifies ſpiritual 
Cultivation, or worſhip as well as external. 
But that Adam was put into the Garden at - 
Eden for better purpoſes than juſt external 
Cultivation will appear evidently if we-con- 
fider what 1s ſaid unto him- in the follow-= 
Verſes. Of tree of the Garden 
thou mayſt freely e 8 but of the d 
&-NOW le my r- El, thou tha 
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"We: ACE 3 thine Ter or 
Planck of themſelves can be denominated 
Trees of Knowledge of Good and Evil, and 
_ can only be fo in 4 figurative Senfe by the 
N ment of God 3 from hence it 13 
.to ſee. that our firſt Paratits were intended 
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with the 2 1ſt and following Verſes, give us 


n Atetchüt Dultivatibh of the Gar- 
den-: There was nothing harderiimthe Pro- 
bibition than what wasenjoined theNazarite, 
of which ſeveral of them according to Scrip- 
"ture kept. The Nazarite was to abſtain from 
all vinous Liquors, the common Cheriſhers, 
and Supporters of the Animal Lite: in or- 
der to point out the Way that the true Na- 
zarite ſhould be ſupported; during the Time 
of his ſuſtaining that Character, ho lived 
not by Bread alone, hut by every Word which 
God had ſpoken, Matt. iv. 4. asalſo the 
Way that every Chriſtian muſt: be ſupport- 
ed ſpiritually. Adam, by being prohibit- 
ed the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
ſhould have been taught that the Creatures 
of themſelves were not intended to give Life 
and Happineſs to Mankind; and that, that 
Tree was only a Tree of Knowledge of 
Gooa, ſo far as it led to God, the Fountain 
of Life, and was a Tree of Knowledge of 
Evil whenever it was ſeparate from that 
Knowledge that God intended to give. of 
himſelf to Adam in a figurative Senſe.--- 
Man was deſigned to be taught by it the 
Uſe of this Creation as a Figure of divine 
Things, and the Danger of unconnecting 
- theſe Things from what they prefigured. 
I ſhall now paſs on to the 18th. and follow- 
 ingVerſes,and conſider them in order. Ver.1 8. 
And the Lord God ſaid, it is not good that 
Man ſhould be alone; I wilkmake him an 
Help meet for him. This. Verſe compared 
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Woman was to fill up, and of her Uſe to Mi 
| 
| 


the Man, as alſo of her original Formation, 
Fleſh,” hut is very expreſſive when connedts 
ed with other parts of Revelation; particui 
larly when deſcribed by an Apoſtle, noet 
only to ſignify, that Unity that ſubſiſts be:. 
tween Man: and Wife, as alſo that Con- — 
nection / there is between the Divine and 
Human Natures in the Perſon of Chhriſt, 
2 Cor. Ei. 77 3. and following Verſes- But % 
in a particular Senſe, points out that ſpiritual 
Connection that ſubſiſts between Chriſt and 
the Church, which it was principally de- 
32. Eve we ſce was only deſigned as an 
Help meet for the Man; and the Woman 
18 afterwards: called in divine Revelation, 
to be ſubject to the Man in all Things, as 
the Church is to Chriſt: So that his hearx- 
ening to his Wife in eating of the forbidden 
Tree, was a ſurrendering up that original 
Authority that was granted him as the Head 
of the Woman, and was in a Senſe ſelling 
his Birth-right. What is ſaid in the igth 
and aoth Verſes, with Relation to Adam's 
readineſs in giving Names to all the diffe- 
rent Creatures, that were brought before him, 
Fus, that he was a very apt Scholar. Hie? 
Capacity, as a pure perfect Creature, muſt - | 
be very different from that of Mankind in 
ctheir preſent degenerate; Situation; his Fa- 
ales did not then lis under bat preflure 
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cho, it is 6a) to fee ; the different nt In 
ſtructions, that , fut Fa 
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&c. Of. vhich ar Hi.) gives us 4 
lar De The Bait + —_ s laid 


4 


— 


„ pu ft 


— 
1 


* 
3 


Wucdtes in them a diſbelief of 
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A Gs 7 6H ſaw,” © 
— BD en 
A ˖˙*r — 


erent, to „wbt 8 1 — 
reatorand Creatute, in attempting, of them- 
ves, to arrive at ſuch a ſtate of 3 i 
they ſhould have no further need of the 
nſtruction and Aſſiſtance of God, bein BW 
iſe. as Gods, knowing Good and | Evils 
which was the very Thing that brought 
them, and the whole of their oder ere 
he Power of ſpiritual: Darkness. From 
hence two things naturally oceur. In the 
firſt place, that there is no way for any - 
Creature's living, but by that way, and b 
thoſe means which God has appointed. 
Sccondly, that Man's original Life, as a 
ſpiritual Creature was as much ſapported | 
by external Means as his natural Life is. 
From the ötbh ver. we have an account given 
us of our firſt Parents complying with the 
the Serpent in eating of the forbidden Free. 
The Conſequence of which was e 
Death: : for, we are certain that, that Day _ 
id cat of the Tree of Knowledge 'of 
Good and Evil they really «tied, wth 
relation to the Divine Life, 2 70 „ 
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3 Favour of- As d, Which 18 ſaid}. to be 
bene (Pal: Iz; V. 30 And indeed 
Life, in the mk 2 of the ng. - 3 


|, _enjoytnients-agreeably 


4 Aid to be ad wide the liveth, namely, deft 


- Fo * * . 
gn. WY 60 being cut off from eliat 
thereto; in the Favour 

| of God. Life is ſaid to conſiſt (Plat. xxx. 
F.) i. e. every kind of real enjoymen 
2 Iw bilt the that liveth in pleaſure, (1 Tin 
C. v. v. 60) that is, enjoys ſenſual pleaſure, 


tute of all kind of true Happineſs. But tha 
they were now in a ſtate of Death will evi- 
dently appear, if we conſider the account 
that is given of themin the 7th and eee "7 
. verſes. And the Eyes of them both were 
opened, and they knew that abek: were 
naked, and. they ſewed Fig- leaves toge- 
ther, and made themſel ves aprons. Their 
Eyes were opened, tho not in the way that 
"the Serpent told them they ſhould be; for 
Anſteact of becoming like Gods, they reduced 
themſelves to a State of Senſuality, and be- 
came like the beaſts-that-periſh. Any kind 
of knowledge that they had ſuperior to them, 
made them only the more miſerable, which 


=: the Conſciouſneſs of their once happy ſitu- 


ation, and their preſent deplorable condition, 
muſt . occaſion. | They were afraid, finding 
themſelves naked. In the laſt verſe of the firſt 
Chap. iti is ſaid that both of them were naked 
and yet not aſhamed, or as ſome render the 
Word, were not deſtitute, being ſo cloathed 
ritt ſpiricual Life; which kept them-from be- 


. ing aſhamed, in thar they were poflefied with 


| ar ob everything; but now, — | 


Het undone bezog, ad che abſör 8 


Tate need of being cloathed, being aſhamed | jo 


of the Condition they were in, through a 

Conviction of their guilt. And they too 
hid themſelves from! the preſence of the 
Lord God amongſt che Trees of the Garden 
they hid themſelves from the preſence of that 
God, in having acceſs to, and communion- 
Wh WHO. ew. 1 true e conlified. 


hy 


But chat Mas at 3 is in a State of - 
depravity, will further appear by reviewing. 
the. Hiſtory of the Children of Adam ever 
ſince his Fall. All the Barbarity, Inhu- 
manity, Pride, Ambition, &. that appear 
amongſt them every day prove it. In fine, 
the carly appointmentof Sacrificature in con- 
ſequence of the original Promiſe of the Seed 

of the Woman bruiſing the Head of the 
Serpent, ſays, that thete was an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity for one, who was poſſeſſed of all. 
the powers of God, becoming a Sacrifice, or 


entering into the State of Death (the natu- 


ral fituation that all Mankind are in ſpiri- 
tually). in order to recover Man to ſpiritual 
Life again. From this ſhort account that 
Vo have given us of Man in a State of Inno- 
cency, ſeveral inferences might be drawn. 
We ſhall only take notice of two of them; 
namely, In the firſt Place, that the Obe⸗ 


dience of our firſt Parents was as much a 


3 9 of — Faith, or of me be- | 
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ing piritually alive, as the Chriſtians under 


| the Gaſpel ; and their 


orks did: not, nor 


ever were intended to procure ſome future 


life. Secondly, that Ad 
one of his Sons, receiv 


the ordinary way of Information, byaSyſte 


of External Means. 
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a Obedience. 12 


Pa the. Y Place REAR it appears « evi- _ 
dent, from the Account that is. given | 
us of the original State of our firſt Parents, | 
that their obedience was as much a conſe- , 
vence of their Faith, or of their being 
1 alive, as is the · Chriſtians under 
the Goſpel. And their works, as have been W 
commonly repreſented, did not, nor ever { 
were intended to procure or merit ſome fun. 
ture Life: Nor can I ſee that God ever de - 
ſigned to endue them with ſuch a ſtock of. 
Grace (to uſe the Expreſſion of ſome Drs. of 
Divinity) or with ſuch powers, which if the 
had duly proud oy mw —__ attained. 


* Fife 


dne way that this deere is commonly . 


; i 7 
a 7 "* 5 * * tt 8 A N 
„ 8. L : 3 * . 
. 2 n 15 3 * N 
— - 
— IEP 


2 & þ + % 2 bat a 8 3 N ©. * "SF 
— 


* TW hv I term A of with. what uſed is. 


Divines, might notbe intended to mean a Law by Wale . 
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| a very had Uſe of x om 


me who have adopted their Senti- 
ments war for che everence chat they paid their Cha. 
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1 Obedience, and would have entitled 
them and their poſterity to Lite. The Origi- 
* word Jabmn, Or COVENANt, Properly 1 means a 
Dee Legacy, or Will, and by look] Do. 
_ that it is applied; in 5 it is At to 
tee that it never means what it commonly i is 
applied to ſignify: amongſt Mankind, viz. a 
2 Bargain by two parties, each of which 
rties were to perform certain Terms 
. 1 efore they could be entitled to the thing 
ſttipulated, which always preſu ppoſes forne 
_ Parity between the tontraQing Parris; The 
Proportion between God and Man is leſs 
than between the Potter and the Clay; as 
he owes his exiſtence and the whole of his 
s to God. The original Covenant 
chat God made with Abraham, to give him 
the Earthly Inheritance; was entirely a pro- 
miſe ; and for Godꝭ to remember his Core 
tuns promiſe: ate ſimilar eſſions 
ſcripture: The Iſraelites did not Soha that 
good Land of theirs for their Righteouſneſs, 
Ae it is ſtequently declared} e thein, 
but for the Covenant or A amite He 
A faithful 5 3 * 
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ture; and can only mean chat dif] penſatidt 
vhich ſtood as à figure of the New: | 
ment or Covenant, which runs thus; I Win 
vrite my laws in theit Hearts, and p ut my 
: ara their inward Parts, and will be to 
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had before- | roved that Man 8 of 
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as is his natural one; and hi very. N 

ment of ſuch means pre uppoſed the Crea - 
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ture's De ndence: F or Ne \ <fiablaing 
of them 


Ixertion of Deine Powers to * them 
effectual. All that any Creature is, 

can dd, is entirely of God, and ny. 
he can lay e claim to nothing f om his: r 
but What he is pleaſed to give him. O 
great defign © of the Hiſtory 'of Man's original | 
State, ſeems to be, to teach Mankind th: 
there is no way of living for any crſon, by 
any thing t. that t ey are, have or can do; for if 
there had Been any Law given by which Life 
could be attained, no doubt, faith an A; 0 
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Goſpel (by ſome 55 3 N bes ene 
912 for ſaying ſo) that eren now, if 
kin | could bing o the Lau perk Ry 


"Joc, God having Anden eGeßpel ſub⸗ 
ſtituted ſincere for perfect obedience) he 
Will have Life for Bis Pains; and conſe- 
Auently that natural Deſire to merit ſome- 
What at the Hands of God is encouraged. 
The miſtake ſeems to lie in conſidering the 
Commandments as only preparatives of 
| eternal Life; whilſt the Scripture ſeems 
| ratherto conſider them as parts of the Life 
| itſelf, The whole of God's Command- 
ments are reduced to two, namely, to Love 
God with all our Heart, Soul and Strength, 
=. and our Neighbour as ourſelves; which point 
odout to us the very thing wherein true Hap- _ 
3 Es = conſiſts; viz. That there is no Life or 
5 appineſs but by having the Heart formed 
on the Love of God and our Neighbour, 
8 that there is no way of enjoying Life but 
by ſo keeping the Commandments. I have 
ſcenan add "all Perfection, fays David, but 
=, ay Commandments 5 are excceding 
1 88 exix. v. 0 * 8 ON T1 
1 The n or 5 aliveneſs of God 
2 - Commandments, made up for. che gartow- 
VB gie an emptineſs. that he expetjeticed. from 
E . --every. other earthly Enjoyment. In chis 
1 . of the Matter they - ought. rather to 
1 be * contidered : as . Boundaries of 939 
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"a of that Happineſs, which that 
| gives Power to pk by his . 
all enjoy; and whieh they, accords 
's Covenant or Promiſe, ſhall. bs 
put into the Poſſeſſion of, Whatever God 
as galled to or commanded, he has pro- 
' miſedy td do for his. hildreg. „ will write 
my Law, on their Jars whatever Law it 
is, it comes to them by way. of Promiſe. [ 
' Is 9 ſays an Apoſtle, that it may be 


Grace, to. the End that the Promile | 


7M 


= 


x ſore to all the Seed. (Rom. iv. 16. 
Thecne Seed Chriſt ſeems to have underſtog 
them. in, that View, (Gal. Mi," 87 05 vi. 
they, ing, a. promiſe made 
| ſequence. 4 of his Deng th Son: of God 
to be key 12 all Go Wh Ways, viz, in 

the Belief 85 NI 85 700 f whatever was 
 teſtifiedor, e * Palm [ m Kei. v. 15 129) 
compared edit! Pſalm Ixxxix- 
gives us A. 9 ee of w hat thi 8 
I was ta do ĩ i 8 the one Seed, in 

, theF atth of wercamealloppolitore | 
ecamethe gr | Eternal Salvation, 
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gory and not on the BLOG of the Earth. 
And it is the Love of God to keep his 
Commandments. It is not oaly x A diſplay of 
15 | his Love and Grace, in enjoining us to be 
Uke himſelf, happy; but alſo it is the very 


Effect of the Love of God in our Hearts to 
keep them: So that agreeably thegeto, to 
have Chriſt's Commandments, and keep 
them, i is not- only“ t to love him, bur” to love 


him i is. to keep his Commandments, (John 


iv. 21 23.) So that you ſee theſe Phraſes 
in Seripture are reciprocal. They are ſome- 
timesagain reduced to other two, which bear 
the fame import, according to the Stile of 
the New Teſtament, viz. To believe on je- 
ſus, and to Love the Brotherhood; (Iſt Ep. 

John iii. 23 J which likewiſe takesit entirely 
away from any of Mankind ever thinking 
to merit any thing from the Hands of God: 


The whole conſiſting i in believing that all is 


done already: The Work of God being 

to believe on him, whom he has ſent: che 
vi. 29.) With relation to Mankind there are 
none of his Commandments more eafy or 
Affleult; for it is equally hard to believe on 
jeſusChriſt, as toLoveGod with all theHeart, 
Soul, and strength, as both of them preſup- 
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po Wa ſpiritual Life, and'may both Be made | 
by Mankind a Liw of Works, cutting off 
from, inftead of communicating g: Life. In 
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bearing of Faith. The, Letter killeth, but 
the Spirit giveth Life. The keeping the eye 
barely on the Commandments, without at- 
tending to what they witneſs or point out. 
euts off from Life: But the Spirit of tage 
Commandments, or what they witneſs unto, 
quickeneth. When the Law, or firſt Di- 
penſation, was ſeparated from that Gracſse 
and Truth, that it exhibited, it wasentitely- . 
a carnal Commandment, and inſtead; of 
relieving the Sinner from ſpiritual Bondage, 
N it kept him buried under the Elements o ß 
| this World; And conſequently came ra= * 
ther to curſe him ſpiritually than to quicken - 
him. Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all Things, written in the Book 
of the Law to do them. (Gal. iii. v x.) 
No doubt but this Text hath particular 
s reference to the Jewiſh Diſpenſation: As 
every one was anathematized® and cut off 
by Death; that deſpiſed any of the Com- 
mandments of Moſes. That the Man that 
did them could only live by them, i. e. 
he enjoyed the Earthly Inheritance as a 
” conſequence of his external obedience; if 
i means any Thing elſe, it muſt mean that 
de the Man that keeps any of the Command. 
ff ments of God, firſt lives by means of them. 
They become as Meat and Drink to him. | 
by i The whole diſplay chat God has given of  , _; 
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that we ora not only have arriv- 
dat the moſt fundamental Doctrine 
| eligion, viz. the 3 


in the ordinary way of In- 
em of external mear 
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ene of Atheiſm, 
thing that i is bad. * ſhall 


* AISUMENTS, 
# more. able Fend. >a 


Sm wh; ©: 


n 
a; 


.* 
F 


5 
i 3p; 2 8 
# 


ge! of & a — 


— them 
nary: of every 


5 
" 


— 


4 


i nothin g. 4 they, could. never 


firſt 3 5 relation: to a proof | 


produce ſomething : But it is eaſy to 


lee. they are all along begging the Queſtion; 
For the- Difficulty lies in imagining that 


fomething was once nothing; ; and until 


that point is ſettled we can never reaſon 
chat the viſtble- Syſtem that now appears 


to us was created: Iv that there is a 


tor at all or not. What: Ideas could we 
ever haye had of. 4 Being altogether ſupe- 
rior to, and diſtinct from matter, without 
2 Revelation? There are only two ways by 
which a Creature can poſtibly arrive at any 


kind of Knowledge, viz. Senſation and 


Teſtimony. Every Thing that is ſpiritual, 
2 diſtinct from Matter, we muſt arrive 
at the laſt way, viz. by Teſtimony ; and 
that too by having them communicated 
td us 127 material Images, to repreſent ſpi- 
ritual Ones: For we never can under- 
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Nature. The e e who! {8 the "above day, 
gives us the trueſt Views of me Human Powers of any Au- 
thox that ever I ſaw upon the ſame Subject, and how far they 
can reach. I have often thought it a great Pity that ſuch a 
_ finiſhedPerformance (as all theGentleman's are) ſhould not he 
more looked intoby every ſober enquirer,—Vid,alfo the Law 
of Nature ase according to vine. Revelation. bein 
an Vogviry ito che Spirit and T. Pe of Letters 0 
Theron and” Afpabto, * 2 view. x..the Lang Vs. 
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Adly, With N to our Knows | 175 
Good and Evil, there are two 
5 u mate upon as Sources of Know 
viz. Reaſon and Conſcience. With 
1 to the F irſt, we are very N 1 
we can only reaſon from what we know. 
as the Poet very well expreſſes it“ Before 
we cat reaſon at all, we muſt have ſome 
Principia or Data given us. Human Rea» 
ſon is a Capacity of apprehending the Con- 
nections eſtabliſhed both in the natural | 
and {| ritual 80 yſtems, as immutable, and A 
neceſſary to ne Ends for which they are 
eſtabliſhed; and not a Power for deter- 
mining and previouſly planning what 
ought to be: It is not a Power of gueſſ 1 
at What God may have eſtabliſhed, or will 1 
eſtabliſh ; but upon diſcerning the Pro-. 
_prie and Importance of his Eſtabliſh- 
ments when they are diſcovered. unto us. 
Ahe latter, viz. Conſcience, only can 
mean, according to the ſtricteſt Etymolo- 1 
Zy, the neceſſary Deciſion that our Judg- © 
ment makes of the Conformity and . Dil 
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ve of them. We are rormed = mm = 
that tome e people, in different Nations = 
| the World, are as much convicted in their 
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OCionſciences for killing an Animal, as the | 
= ple of Great- Britain are for kill 

= and even ſome People, i in the Chriſ- Ce 
= forld, as it is called, think they do 

2 ſervice in bi tchering a Heretic, tho” 5 
= - one of their own Species. Every 

OT. on act accord- 5 
| ing tother : recefved Frinteiples I eit ler 

1 onſcience or Reaſon Were the Stan dard of | 
- Moi Rectitude, it is certain eyer Per- 5 

_ fon'sC a ag" Morality would be the 
ame; but the fare as different as their In- 

A ion. irdly,” The very teachin of 


WE rality fays, that it is not natural to Mar 
1 1 what nd we be taught what we pre- 
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to live becauſe he cats and drinks. - 
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whilſt the whole duties 1 
the Chriſtian Life are every way a8 natural, 
and as much connected with a new principle 
of Life, as eating 3 and drinking is li 
il Life. No man imagines that * merits 
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"Te was TIP AYE h original? Js 
ſtitution of Sacrificature preſuppoſed Man 
to be in a fallen and depraved Situation; 
and required one, who was poſſeſſed with 


all the powers of God, to become à Saeri- 


fice, or * into aſtate of Death, (the natural 
fituation that Mankind are in ſpiritually) 
in order to recover tliem from that ſpirttual 


ſllavery, into a newneſs of Life. 
Scxipture acquaints us, that ** che Son 
of God, wW¹hO Was in e | 
0 -with the Father,  effecte 
By his Death the Curſs) 'of, the n e 
nat only removed, that the Bleſſing of Abra- 
| ne on the. Gentiles through 
| [Jeſus Chriſt; (Gal. iii. ver. r So that mow 
obſtacle: is removed dut of the way 
-of Sinners having acceſs: tu God 5) but alſo 

;by the Death of Chriſt there is a full pro- 


ham might co 


every: 


The 
al 


vigen made, every way fuitable to the feve- 


ral | Exigencies that finners can be in. 


| che Sin and TrclpaG e by means ls 
of it remiſſion of Sins is 


preached unto all 
-Nations ; but allo! ia | r 


ar 
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p Meat 0 Dink | C Offerings!” . very || 
fame Sacrifice that takes away Guilt be,. 
comes the proviſion of the Royal Prieſt-" | © 
hood. Under the Law, or firſt Difpenfarion, | f 
_ the Lordi 18 denominated the Prieſts Inheri :. 
trance ; for we learn that they had no Inheri- 
tance amongſt the reſt of the Tribes, They | 
lived by means of the Offerings of God, 
which, no doubt, was intended to point out 
to us, that God, ſtill by y way of greater pro; 
ptiety, is deſigned the Inheritance ofthe true 
prieſthood under the Goſpel, ,---they, AV. 2 
called Heirs of God. (Nen. vii. v. 17. 


, 4 
* : HP * 1 
n . B42, 


The Evangelift John in his 6th tn pter, 5 
ſeems particularly to conſider the 3 I 
fice of Chriſt, as the Antitype of the Meat 
and Drink Offerings under the Law; as 
alſo of the Manna, --The true F ood which 1 
if a Man ſhould Eat he would never 
Die. This Dodtrine of Chriſt's giving, hie 

Fleſh and Blood for the Life of the World, 
Was particularly aſtoniſhing as well as. ofs 4 
 fenſive to the Jews. They alk, how. can 
this Man give us his Fleſh to eat? Jeſus. 
anſwers them, The Fleſh proßteth nothing; 1 
the Words that I ſpeak, they are Spirit 
_ and Life; 1Intimating, that the Dodds : = 
which het tau ght,---that the View 0 13 
be was giving of, the Perfections of the 1 9 
Father, as connected with the Life and | 
5 By 2 | incſs of e was the Thing thay | 5 


64 28 ; | 

13 Was _ PIO calling 3 Gs * 
I It was the Son which was in Heaven, and 
„came don from Heayer . Which he was 
calling the mite enjoy, and not his material 
I Fleſh and Blood. In chortshe wascalling them 
* $ to aFellowſhip with him in. the ſame Life, 


N of the Lord's Supper run thus: 
This is my Body broken for you, this Cup 


=> for the Remiſſion of the Sins of. many, 


drink you all of it (1 8 xi. 25.) The 
Body of Chriſt, in this 


New Teſtament in Chriſt's Blood, which 
we are called all to drink of, is having his 


our inward Parts, (Heb.. viii. 10.) Thus 
dhe Life of Chriſt, and of the Chriſtian 
are in every teſpe &. One; as Chriſt, and 


thou baſt given me, have 1 Rien 
that they way 


glory, Vz. the Spitit, 


which he enjoyed with the e « as the 


E | 15 Father hath, ſent me, ſays he, and i 
i Me live b [ he Father, ſg be. that eat rh = the 
. 1 _ fame Har! live by me. The s of In- 


is the New Teſtament in my Blood, ſhed 


ew of the Matter, > 
is that Eternal Life, Which the Apoſtles 


. felt, handled, and taſted; and ink they 

. declared unto the "Churches, that they 
L might have appr together with the 
„ e and Son in, 1 John i. 1. The 


Laws put into our Hearts, and his Fear into 


the F athers are, r Gloty Which 


them, 
be one, as" we are. The 


1 1 thou in me. (John xvii. J, 200 Ther 
Ss | ate called into dhe 1 e of Chrift 


(1 Cor. 1, 90 enen of the Glor ap: 
je Lord Je heff. 11, 13. anc ek 
oth the lime Spitiei (nr 182 11; ver. 25 

ii. ver. 24. their Principles of action are the - 
fame, being peſſeſſed of the ſame LO 
and Ho 


pe; Their imer, God, the faine, 
om. vu ver: 1 17.5 


The Rightevuſneſs of God by the Faith 


of Chriſt, that Juſtifies 4 Sinner, not onl 


delivers from Sin and Guilt, but alſo 955 n 
comes in him the principle of a New Life. 


The Prophet Iſaiah, when ſpeaking of tlie 
Deſolation of all Nature in his li. chapter, 


where it appears that God's Salvation and 
Righteouſneſs are ſynonymous terms, and 
import one and the ſame thing. And indeed 
Gols Righteouſneſs in Scripture ſeems to 


have are: erence to the whole of God's Salva- 
1 cho e 


e to. je >. 2 Ws 
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£ orification ;. whom he 


ver. 30.) There are no rel Speculative 
E in the l 4 L 880 
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ſays to the Church, by way of Comfort, 0 
but God's Salvation mall be for ever, and 


his Rightcoulheſs ſhall not be aboliſhed; 


ereto the Scripture - 5 5 


juſtifies them m be. alſo .glotifies (Rom. viii. | 
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the ee v. 7 2 God that | 
BE: obeyed. from 07 Heart, that form of D ve 
trine which was delivered them, or, as it th 
might be more properly rendered, th en 
of Doctrine into w] ick they were delivered; th 


fo that it would appear that their Faith or Fp 


2 Obedience was immediately connected with th 

5 thir being formed upon the Apoſtolic wi 

* 1285 Doctrines. And indeed no more of Reve- de; 

3 lation do we really believe, at leaſt gontinue 3 

in the F aith of, than hah we are s formed = 

Y wy 4 certath \lateWriter has very: winch miſ- 

# © ken Jullifcations when he conſiders it as a 
B thing entirely ſpeculative, ! that the Heart has 

4 little or nothing do with; and inſtead of root- = 

Y ing out (as he eſſays) that Doctrine of Le- 22 

galiſm, we are all ſo naturally fond of, . 18 

I am afraid he has very much befriended it. 25 5 


Heaven, or Eternal Life, with him ſeems | 
al. to be a kind of chance Work, for what Fs 
_ is ſtiled by the popular preachers the Work es 
EE fe Spirit upon the Heart, is with him B 
=  Mtogether Enthuſiaſm. All feelings and 2 
breathings after Spiritual Things are branded 
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with the Names. of Deluſion, Pride, &c.&c, 85 

It is certain, as long as Eternal Life is re- Ie 
3 preſented asa thing altogether at aDiſtance | 5 
From us, it will never fail to encourage 7 
| ttuhat natural Defire that we have to merit it : 
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Heath; with the Application 25 it 1 
Mankind ; wherein the Doctrine of the 
| Manifeſtation, of God's free love to Man- 
ind, indefinitely, and the. Doctrine of 

e are e's Behne, ; 
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r T appears ident [Loki vhs Bible that 
the Goſpel, or eternal Life through 
Jeſus Chyiſt, is exhibited to every. Perſon 


who hears it. We ſee that the Condemna- 
tion of Sinners is preciſely ſtated upon re- 
jecting ſomething that they had in their of- 


fer.; This is the Sc that light 
is come into the World, and Men have 
loved Darkneſs "rather than the Light, 
(John i iii. 10.) Thereliis here a preference 

ven by Sinners, in rather. chuſing the 
8 than the Light, a preference too, 
to ſomething that they had in their offer. 


The call of the Goſpel is evidently founded 
4 on n the Death of Neg the ben or 


ain 


788 God.is ferivus when he calls Sinners to cter- 


Fs / 3: F.. ” 
en (if the 3 be proper) of b 
that proviſion, that is in him, f all and 
every one that receives it, _ it 5 
Truth that he laid down his Life for his 
Sheep ; 4 (John x. ii.) it is equally true, ihat = 
he died for all, that they who live, might 
not live unto themſelves, (2Cor. v. 15.) That 


nal Life, thro his Son, I hope none will 
be ſo Blaſphemous as to deny ; as I live | 
faith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in him 
that dieth, Turn 2 Turn ye! why ſhould 
vou die, O! Houle of Iſrael. (Ezek. xxxili. 


ww. None ſhall be, able to fay that they 


are called to a Feaſt, where there is not | 
eee of Proviſion for them: And the 1 
Proriſion. too is the fame that every Chriſ- 
Tain lives by, that Sinners are called to 
Participation of. It will continue a Truth -' } 
40 the laſt, that he who believcth ſhall be 
daved, and Je: who - believeth not ſhall bs 
Damned. (John iii. 18.) Believeth what ? | 
chat, that Eternal Life, which was wit 
_ » the Father before all Worlds, and wWhic 
Obriſt entered into the poſſeſſion of than? . 3 
1 8 Death, is exhibited to all and every one | 
Who bears it, being called into the dame 
i oligo ta; —— with the prime Heir. 
alled-to believe that. he died far 


| EE, | we or any other Perſon, excluſive of. A 


: others, Nut zhat God ſo love ed - the World 4 
py Fhat he Save us only begotten Son that ' 
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bo _— but there eternal Life. (John vi. 19. 
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What! is God's record? That he bark 5 en 
unto us eternal Life, and that this Life. 


is in his Soo; He who does not believe God's 
record, hath called God a Liar, (1 John v. 
. 17.) viz. that there is not a ſufficiency of 
L..ife in his Son, for every one to whom his 
record comes. But what ſhall we ſay if one 


prefers. his Wife, and anotherhis Merchan- | 


dize to God's proviſion, is God unrighteous 
who takes Vengeance? That be far fromGod;' 
' ſhall not the Judge of all the Earti do 
1 righteouſſy 5 + TY then appear evident 


from Scripture, that the Condemnation of 


| Sinners is of themſelves, and that God is 


Juſt in taking Vengeance upon them, for 
preferi: the _ Things of this World 
to all the glory of the Spititual World, 
that i is be before them in the Goſpel.” But 
it is no leſs evident from Scripture, that the 
Eternal Salvation of any of Mankind is 
"ety: of God; tho' Mankind are not 
condemned merely becauſe they are the 
Children of Adam ; yet through him we 
have a Life conveyed unto us, that is only - 
arable of enjoying ſenſual Things that are 
aliogether repugnant to, and Deſtructive of 
the Spiritual Life, ſo far as they are taken 
up with ab a portion. The turning the Heart 
way from theſe! Things that are carnal, to 


p purſue after thoſe things that are Spiritual, N 


Is Lende a Work of God; being in every 


3 : 95 Tn ſuper natural, and in b. Wi ftile : D 
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* may Fo of our cet Me: we. : 


find that it is rather too hard, and not 
* urat for us to deny ourſelves; to loſe | 7; 
our lives Kc. John xii. 25.) It requires us to I 
de Pur in poſſeſſion ofs Spiritual Life, ſo as 1 
know XD <imentally. the Super-cxcelleney | 
of T Enjoyment of Things Spiritual, to 
Al he. Enjoyment of of theſe Things that 1 : 
iſt in gratifying our natural affections. 4 0 
Chan's always preſuppoſes a knowledge f 
the greater Worth of the Thing Choſen, 5 
And tho! Revelation gives ſuch powers to | 
every Body who hears it, as to make.them 


capable of chuſing; ſo that no Perſon but = | 


wouldchuſe to die the Death of the Righte. 


ous; y — . — omy what may be call. 


not ſufficient to determine 
od arnelt . to purſue after 


Al Je 3 that again requires not 
bare „ of their 


being Preferable, * Experimental . 
| conſciouſneſs... of hei . métrit, 


Das to beget a. Loy oe and Ecteem for —— 


8 b. „which means: it will come to. 


1 56 the Heart Will be effectually 


a. to Purſue, ſalely after. them, as, ; ; 
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„ having 4 Spiritual diſcernment of their ſu- 1 
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vip thing 8 var 0 are e border is 
enjoy 992% certainly tequire an Exert 
"off fapbrimatial Power, urileſb a Man is born 
Cf Water and of the Spirit, John iii. 15.) 
he cannot enter into, 155 enjoy that King- 
dom of God, which confiſtech not in Meats 
of in Drinks, but in Righteouſneſs; Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. (Rom. xiv: 17; a 
From 1 whole of what has been how ſaid 
55 is ealy to ſee” that the Salvation of 
Sinner, is of pure Sovereign Grace. 
Tho- all Mankind are made welcome 
to God's Matriage Supper, (to uſe the 
Words of the Parable) yet there ate but 
ſome of them compelled to come in that his 
Houſe may be filled; in this God Acts as a 
| Sovereign. Tho' all obſtacles are removed 
out of the way of Siniſers, indefinitely the 
Curſe of the Law being removed by the 
Death of Chriſt; (Gal fi. 13.) yet in the 
Application of the benefits of Chriſt's 7 
he Acts in every raqiect Sovereigniy. I pray 
for them, I pray not for the Word, (Jen 
XVII. 9.) Which cannot have a teferebee to 
che Extent of ChtM's Death, et che com- 
pleatnef of that Salvation that comes through 
for the Redemption of E whole! hu- 
deny feſpects the few 


man Race: but it Se 
hem it ſhalt de applied, who in | 
velation ate ſtiled the Peeard FD i; the 
predeſtinated to be'tonforthied to the Image - 
f Chriſt; thec Jed ico The Defined $5: X 


on -. 


— eſus Chriſt. i i neither _ 


Doctrines of Predeſtination nor Reproba- To : 15 


tion affect Man's Freedom as a rational 
Being, every Perſon will eaſily admit, who 
will be at any Pains to look within himſelf, - 
and conſider the Freedom of his own „ ae 
tions From the whole; and t conclude | 
Mankind's Damnation, appears from getip- 
ture to be entirely of themſelves; and 
their galvation ſolely of God. The Doc- 
trine of God's free love to Mankind, and 
the Doctrine of Sovereignty in the a 
Kaen his Savationto e 5 


not hn Folly tc to com — vn e. 18 
never deny either of them, but rather join 
With the poſtle, when. ſpeaking of the ſame 
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deecla . God 930 abe Eien genre 
ſhews forth his Handy-work. Their Line 
is gone out through all the Earth, and their 
Words unto the end of the World; 1 Pſ. xis) 
which by an Apoſtle is brought in to fig- 
niſy and point out the extenſive promulgatioun 5 
of the Goſpel. There is nothing, it is ſaid, 
hid from the Heat of the Sun. It is 
immediately” added, the Law of the Loxd *' 
is perfect converting the Soul, intimating. 1 
bi there was an equal Perfection in the 
' Laws of God to convert and edify the 
whole Soul, (nothing being capable to „ 
_ cape its Influence) as there is in the natural ' 
Sun to quicken and refreſh the whole materi- 
al Syſtem. In this View of. the Matter, 
the Ever declare God's Glory; as they 
become a Language to Mankind of ſ piritual 
Things. Every Connection that we can 
poſſibly fill up in this World, ſuch as, 
Father, "Huſband, Brother, &c. are only - 
Names to point out to Mankind what God 4 
is in reality to his People; he being poſſeſſed 
to an infiaite Degree, in a ſpiritual Manner 
towards Sinners, of all theſe Bowels of Af- 
fections, that theſe different Connections 
2 produce amongſt Mankind. To matty 
only in the Lord, or 0 our Parents in 
him, mean that we ought to look pen e 
. as the Truth of theſe Connections; Bre, 
, Creature of God is good, if it is thus re- 
_ ceived with Thankſgiving But they are 
5 I. _ ä N other Reſperct. 
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poſtacy, in worſhiping and ferving 
4M | neee Sorento, Fn 
The Afflidions and Diſappcintments of 
di Life are never dangerous to a Child of 
8 od; But. the vain Hopes and Proſpects 
oo it are very much ſo-—-There was never 


. 5 OED wh any of the Children of Men found able to 


⸗ſtand proof againſt the vain Inſinuations 
0 this Life--- Jeſus, who was both God 


* and Man, is the only Exception. Nothing 


Could wichdraw his Confidence from God, 
could deject him but the Want 
"7+ 108 N nor could any 
ung elate him, but the Divine Smiles--- 


| | 5 It was his Meat and Drink to do the Will 


| Z of him that ſent him.---But how ſoon, are 
the Children of Men carried away from the 
1 of the Goſpel, by the vain /Proſpcas 


138 of this Life ? How ſoon ate they elated by 


them? How ſoon depreſſed : What 


; 1 makes this World ſo very dangerous to be 


1 rf - Ebriſtians is, the natural Connections, that 
| have with it as children of the firſt 
' Man--We are:conſtitutichally formed for its 


* _. *Enjoyments, whilſt ſpiritual Things g ſtand at 


| - a great Diſtance from us naturally, and are 
L's only perceived by Faith; o that the ficſt 
Thi enjoined at Chti 


5 ef che firſt Adam by 3 the 1 
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| 3 1.1 World. Loy Plating to the Ehriſtian, . 


5 "is with t it was with reſpect to their Head; 


\ 


_ himſelf chiefly, as his greateſt Enemy; being 9 7 


- viz. a State of crucifixion and Regeneration. | 


And indeed if we would ſhew ourſelves: to f 


deſerve the name of Chriſtians,” we ſhould be 
willing to follow him in the Regeneration, 
that when he comes to ſit in his Throne of 
Glory, we may fit down together with him, 


Y Judging the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael, (Matt. 5 q 


ix. 28.) Therefore the Chriſtian ought tio 
look upon every Thing of this World. 


ready to 804 away his Heart from God; 
and what makes it worſt of all, is, that they 
are his Boſom Enemies; being conneed © _ 
with Bis very ſbonſtite tion But ſtill more "= 
are they that are with the Chriſtian than 
"they that can be againſt them, for indo 
Sod and his Chriſt, and his Spirit, on 
*their Side, who can poſſibly be againſt 
them. --He has no Friend indeed but God ; 
but who's can ſay what of a Friend God is. ol 
This leads me+in the ſecond Place to con- 3 
ſider ſome of theſe Views, that a Chriſtian. 9 
ſhould. endeavour to preſerve in his. Mind 1 
Wich relation to the ſpiritual World, as a _ 1 - 0 
- principal Antidote againſt the many OY | 3 
| oy 20g Seduction of this Life.” 5 
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The Word of Fs 6p 2h rings pi rh unto 
us a Spiritual and Eternal Worid, and enjoy- 
ments that are altoy gether Spicitual; 5 hi 
none do, or can roaily-eniog. has 6 thoſe h 
are poſſeſſed of a Spiritual Diſcerning. Gods 

Perfections are not only in that World all 
engaged on the Account of the Cxtature 

Man; but are likewiſe there diſplayed for 
huis Entertainment. His whole Character 
or Name, according to his. Dear Son, is all 
ſummed up in Love. IL have declared unto 
them thy Nam he, and will declare it, 
chat the Love, (Where you ſec Love is put 
3 for Name) wherewith,thou haſt loved me, 
may be in them, and-1. in tl ; (Jebo 
Xvi. ver. 26.) Jeſus is ſaid to live by the 
Pather {Joha vi. ver. 57) He lived by that 
| veryName which he Manifeſted, and which 
no leſte in legacy to his Diſciples, that they 
might live. upon the ſame proviſion being 
| Heirs of God, and Joint Heirswath. Chriſt. 

In this view of the Matter, we ſhould be 
tready think that Religion ſhagld. recom- 
maend itſelf to every Perſonz but there is {till 

ething in it, that is, and will continue 

as to every Child of Adam. - Jeſus 

| days, bleſſed is he Whoſoever ſhall not be 
offended in me. (Matt. xi. ver. 6.) Who- 
* ever reads the Hiſtory of Jeſus, and that Diſ- 
"18 play he gives of God as Love, would Na- 
turally conclude that there is every thing 
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1 unto, but to Miniſter and to give his 


Life a Ranſom for Windry: Mae K. ver. 45.) 


Vet this very Character of his was a ſtumb- 


ling Block to the Jews and to the Greeks _ 
_ foolithneſs. (1 Cor, i. ver. 23.) The little 


| appearance that he choſe to make in this 1 
World, was a thing that was uns; . 


offenſwe unto them. 


Mankind in general would certainly: have b 
fallen in with the advice which his Bre- 
| thren' according to the Fleſh. gave him. 
If thou do thoſe things tay: they, ſhew 
thy ſelf to the World, (John vii 4.) 
Though | Jeſus was poſſeſſed of all the 
Powers of God; and conſequently, was a- 
ble of making himſelf every way remarka- 
dle even in this Life; yet he looked upon 
- the whole of this World, as a State of 
Crucifixion, and'was altogether willing to 6; 
_ difappear, until God ſhould raiſe him again 
from the Dead. His Doctrines were in 


‚ reſp ect 1 4 Ne to Man- 


7 
hitnfelf, ele up his 


1 | Gros 2 ad follow me. (Luke ix. 23.) 
To deny one's ſelf, is the ſame Thing with _ 


What the Scripture calls elſewhere a lofing 
one's Life,” And** the loſing «theſe Lives, 


* 8 that may be called ours, means the giving 


= With theſe Enjoyments or Gratiflcations, | 1 
lat Me. are naturally fond of, as Chil 
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1 we Eye, of 5 Pick, " WP 45 Pride 
Life. The taking up the Croſs. ain, 5 
| Pune to. — at the very Act of ſelf de- 
nial itſel or our Acquieſcence i in What 
ever has a Tendency to cut us off from 
ſenſual Life, or Gratifications; as the Croſs. 
of Chriſt in a large Senſe may mean What- 
ever has a tendency to bring low, or to 
Death, all that exalts itſelf in Man, Na 
doubt the laſt part of Chriſt's. ſuffer⸗ I 
. ings. is with a great deal of Propriety : 
frequently called his Croſs; as we 
have ſuch a Diſplay given us of God and 
_ ourſelves, that we cannot look at it aright | 
without being Crucified with the very 
Proſpect. In a Word, to be pleaſed witn 
the whole Works and ways of God, with 
that Character Jeſus gives of thę true God 
in his life, particularly at his Death, 1 is to 
take up the Croſs. And this is God's 
way. to happineſs.; % and indeed the very 
l thing in which true Happineſs conſiſts, 
viz. in being of one mind with God in every 
thing; It is worth Notice to obſerve the 
different ideas that God and Man have of 
Happineſs, The Jews ſay to Jeſus when he 
was about to enter upon the Extremity =. 
his Sufferings ; he truſted in God, let 
| him deliver him now if he would pave hea, | 
(Matt. xxvii. 43. comp. withPfal. xxii. 8.) 
1 They did not know that God Was aged : 
1 ing him all this Time, in giving die guck 
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5 ne different, The one is ee 
Temporal.— 


In the Deſcriptions cds: 


. 
604 101 Mas 8. Way 474 deliver Wy | 


our Play and Novel writers give us of 25 


their Heroes and Heroines, we commonly 


have the juſteſt Views of theſe ſcenes. * 


Happineſs that chiefly take with Mankind. 
Ihey are commonly repreſented as Perſons: 


of great affluence; for it ſeldom enters into . 
5 any body's Head, that a poor Man can ever | 1 


be happy. They likewiſe muſt have ſome 


thing 0090 themſelves, F amilies, or Con- i, 
| nections that ſerve to gain the attention of | 


Mankind. In ſhort, they muſt be as they 
| fome times are ſtiled all Gods and Goddeſſes, 


iE every thing about their Form and ap- | 
pearance muſt be winning, every thing in 


their Situation engaging; and to finiſh 


Characters, they mult be poſſeſſed of mi 


Virtues, (as they are called) as have a ten- 


_ dency to raiſe their Fame, and immortalize 
_ their Names amongſt Men, viz. ſome ew: © 
ſhining. Qualifications as patriotiſm. be 

haps, which, whatever it might originallß 

 fignify, may now be defined a greater love 
of one's ſelf than Country. If they mould 

: happen at any Time to be labouring under 
any very great Misfortunes, they either 

eſperate e 


ſeẽk relief to themſelves by ſome 
act, or ſupport themſelyes by taking a re- 


view of their popular Qualities. On the a ; : 2 
der hand the Chriſtian, r true Hero (if te 
| 2 be proper) perhaps, is poſſeſſed of 
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: 5 N ing W306 "+ Op the Lord 8 
3 : brit in every reſpect. They are conform f 
eld unte him in his Life, Death, Reſurtecti- 

_ well as Glorification, (Phil. ; iii x. 11. Fs 
. Their ſtanding is in their Head 
| ed 7 are never ſeparated from bim. 1 
00⁰ in xvii. 23.) (Rev. xiv. 13.) The Dig- 4 
. nity of every Creature, the Honour of er a E 
Chriſtian, lies in being connected witn 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in living by his Faith. 1 
TY | To view a Man ab he is in the Lord Jeſus 
4. MN 10 appears very great. 
TT i of human Nature appears here, and 
1 dan appear no where elſe. Let us there- 
} fore never, like our firſt Father, attempt to 

1 break that connection, that ought neceſſa- 
_rly to ſuhſiſt between the Creator an 
h : 0 feature; y aiming to come independent 


2 


5 umz by ſetting up for ourſelves in oppoſi- 1 
1 tion to him; but let us rather earn to live, 
28 little lildrer 
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